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Abstract 
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This document provides a concise overview of the ECLI-BG project 
activities related to the introduction of the European Case Law 
Identifier (ECLI) within the Bulgarian national case law portal – the 
Centralised Web Interface for Publication of Judicial Acts. ECLI was 
introduced within the portal on 20 April 2018. Thus, ECLI identifier 
has been assigned to more than 2 Million decisions published on the 
portal after its launch in 2009. At the same time, the functionality of 
the portal was extended with several improvements allowing 
searching and referencing Bulgarian case law by ECLI. 

Keywords Case law, Bulgaria, Centralised Web Interface, ECLI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

This document has been produced with the financial support of the European Union’s Justice 
Programme (2014-2020). The content of this document represents the views of the authors 
and is their sole responsibility. The European Commission does not accept any responsibility 
for use that may be made of the information it contains. 

http://ecli-bg.eu/


ECLI-BG – D3.2  

 

http://ecli-bg.eu Page 3 of 12 This project is co-funded by 
  the European Union 
 

 

 

Table of Contents 

 

Revision History, Status, Abstract, Keywords, Disclaimer ............................................... 2 

1 Brief description of the work on the introduction of ECLI .......................................... 4 

2 Improvements of the functionality of the Centralised Web Interface related to the 
introduction of ECLI ............................................................................................................. 5 

2.1.1 ECLI generation and assignment ....................................................................................................... 5 

2.1.2 Visualisation of ECLI .......................................................................................................................... 6 

2.1.3 Search by ECLI .................................................................................................................................. 7 

2.1.4 Referencing decisions by ECLI URIs ................................................................................................. 8 

Appendix: ECLI codes of the courts ................................................................................... 9 

 

 

List of Figures 

Figure 1 – ECLI syntax of Bulgarian court decisions .............................................................................. 6 

Figure 2 – Position of the ECLI number in the decision’s metadata webpage ........................................ 7 

Figure 3 – Position of the text box for searching by ECLI in the form “Quick search” ............................ 7 

Figure 4 – Position of the text box for searching by ECLI in the form “Advanced search” ..................... 8 

  

http://ecli-bg.eu/


ECLI-BG – D3.2  

 

http://ecli-bg.eu Page 4 of 12 This project is co-funded by 
  the European Union 
 

 

1  Brief description of the work on the 

introduction  of ECLI  

The work related to the introduction of ECLI is part of the activities of Workpackage 3 
“ECLI Implementation and Interconnection with the e-Justice Portal” lead by the project 
coordinator APIS. 

The work began with the preparation and conclusion of a subcontract for the 
implementation of ECLI within the national case law portal, the so-called Centralised 
Web Interface for Publication of Judicial Acts1 (hereafter: “Centralised Web Interface”) 
based on the specifications provided in Deliverable 2.3 “Specification of the 
requirements for ECLI implementation”. Deliverable 2.3 followed the recommendations 
and conclusions of the expert-working group established in the framework of Activity 
2.1 of Workpackage 2: “Specification of the requirements for ECLI implementation 
within the Centralised Web Interface”. One of these recommendations, concerted with 
the Bulgarian ECLI coordinator – the Supreme Judicial Council, was to assign the 
development of a proprietary integration module to the subcontractor, which module 
should ensure the integration with the ECLI search engine in the e-Justice portal, 
instead of using the existing integration tool of DG Justice.  

Thus, the subject of the subcontract envisages two main responsibilities of the 
subcontractor: 

¶ Development and implementation of additional functionality of the Centralised 
Web Interface needed for the introduction of ECLI within the portal; 

¶ Development and implementation of an Integration module establishing 
interconnection between the Centralised Web Interface and the ECLI search 
engine on the e-Justice portal. 

As a third subsidiary task, the subcontractor must provide warranty support for newly 
introduced software modules by the end of the ECLI-BG project. 

The subcontract was concluded on 21 December 2017. The Bulgarian company 
Abbaty AD, which is performing the maintenance of the Centralised Web Interface 
under an agreement with the Supreme Judicial Council, was chosen as a 
subcontractor. 

A test version of the Centralised Web Interface portal with the implemented additional 
functionality was released on 16.03.2018. It included about 5,000 court decisions with 
assigned ECLIs. After the performed tests and the respective bug fixes, on 21.03.2018 
the project coordinator APIS and the subcontractor Abbaty signed a protocol for the 
acceptance of the test version and for the assignment of the implementation of the 
additional functionality of the portal into real operation. 

The actual introduction of ECLI and the additional functionality of the Centralised Web 
Interface took place on 20 April 2018, just four days before the ECLI-BG International 

                                                
1 https://legalacts.justice.bg  
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conference in Sofia. The timely execution of the ECLI implementation task made it 
possible to demonstrate this important project outcome to the conference attendees. 

 

2  Improvements of the functionality of the 

Centralised Web Interface related to the 

introduction of ECLI  

In connection with the introduction of ECLI, the following additional functionality and 
improvements of the Centralised Web Interface portal has been developed: 

¶ Generation and assignment of ECLI for each judicial act published on the 
Centralised Web Interface; 

¶ Visualisation of ECLI in the decision’s metadata web page; 

¶ Search by ECLI: 

o via the “Quick search” form; 

o via the “Advanced search” form; 

o search by incomplete ECLI; 

¶ ECLI URIs ï functionality allowing users to reference decisions by URIs 
containing the ECLI number. 

The above listed improvements are briefly described in the following subsections. 

2.1.1  ECLI generation and assignment  

For the needs of ECLI assignment, an ECLI number generator has been developed as 
a software module that generates a unique ECLI identifier for each judicial act 
published in the Centralised Web Interface portal. The ECLI generation is performed 
in accordance with the rules for the composition of the Bulgarian ECLI number 
approved by the Supreme Judicial Council2. By using the ECLI number generator, an 
ECLI has been assigned to all more than 2 Million acts already published in the portal 
(backlog assignment)3. Since 20.05.2018, with the introduction of ECLI within the 
Centralised Web Interface, each new court decision submitted to the case law portal 
is assigned an ECLI number immediately prior to its publication4. Estimates show that 
on yearly basis more than 200,000 decisions will be assigned an ECLI identifier5. Thus, 
every single document included in the case law collection of the Centralised Web 
Interface can be referenced by its ECLI number.  

                                                
2 The national syntax of the Bulgarian ECLI identifier is regulated in Art. 31 of Ordinance No. 4 of 16 March 2017 on the keeping, 
preserving and accessing the register of acts of the courts, adopted by decision of the Plenum of the Supreme Judicial Council 
according to item 38 of Protocol No. 10 of 16.03.2017. 
3 A check-up made on 11.06.2018 showed that ECLI has been assigned to all 2,107,600 decisions available by that date in the 
Centralised Web Interface portal. 
4 Usually, between 1,000 and 2,000 decisions are published daily in the Centralised Web Interface portal. There are, however, 
days in which the number of newly published decisions varies between 2,000 and 3,000. 
5 The number of decisions published in the Centralised Web Interface over the past five years has always exceeded 200,000. 
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Figure 1 below illustrates the ECLI syntax of Bulgarian court decisions and the type of 
metadata needed for its generation: 

Figure 1 – ECLI syntax of Bulgarian court decisions 

 

Below follows a brief description of the way ECLI numbers are composed:6 

¶ The first and the second element of ECLI are constant for all Bulgarian court 
decisions – „ECLI:BG“. 

¶ The third element – ECLI code of the court, is composed of two sub-elements:  

o Type of the court – a 2-letter code as provided by Article 31(1)(3) of 
Ordinance No. 4 of 16 March 2017, and  

o Number of the court – a 3-digit code as provided in Annex 9 of Rules of 
administration in the courts.  

In the Appendix are provided the ECLI codes of all Bulgarian courts. 

¶ The fourth element is the year in which the decision was rendered – 4 digits. 

¶ The fifth element („20160502319.001“ in the example of Figure 1) is composed 
of four sub-elements: 

o Case year – 4 digits; 

o Case type code – 2 digits as provided in Article 80(2) of Rules of 
administration in the courts; 

o Case number – 5 digits; 

o Serial number of the decision in this particular case – 3 digits. The 
subsequent numbering, however, concerns the decisions published in 
the Centralised Web Interface only. 

2.1.2  Visualisation of ECLI  

For each decision, the ECLI number is visualised in the webpage presenting its 

metadata. The exact position of ECLI is in section “Данни за акта” (“Data about the 

act”), just below the number of the act given by the respective court case management 

system (see Figure 2). 

                                                
6 More information on this issue has been provided in Deliverable 2.2 “Proposal for ECLI specification”. 
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Figure 2 – Position of the ECLI number in the decision’s metadata webpage 

 

2.1.3  Search by ECLI  

The Centralised Web Interface offers its users two search forms – “Quick search” and 
“Advanced search”. In both forms, a text box for searching by ECLI has been added 
as shown in Figure 3 and Figure 4 below. 

Figure 3 – Position of the text box for searching by ECLI in the form “Quick search” 
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Figure 4 – Position of the text box for searching by ECLI in the form “Advanced search” 

 

The search function allows users to perform two types of searches by ECLI: 

¶ Search by using the exact ECLI number of a decision – this will be the case 
where the user knows the full ECLI number of a given decision (e.g. when s/he 
copies it from a document in which the decision has been referenced); 

¶ Search by using an incomplete ECLI number – this option would be beneficial 
for advanced users who are familiar with the way ECLIs of Bulgarian court 
decisions are composed.  

The examples below illustrate several possible search queries by ECLI: 

¶ ECLI:BG:RC452:2017:20170200121.001 – search by exact ECLI number of a 
given court decision, namely Decision No. 79 of 15.02.2017 of District court – 
Ruse in criminal case No. 121 of 2017;  

¶ ECLI:BG:RC452:2017 – search by incomplete ECLI number of all decisions 
rendered by District court – Ruse in 2017; 

¶ ECLI:BG:RC452:2017:201702 – search by incomplete ECLI number of all 
decisions rendered by District court – Ruse in 2017 in first instance criminal 
cases filed in 2017; 

¶ ECLI:BG:RC452 – search by incomplete ECLI number of all decisions rendered 
by District court – Ruse. 

2.1.4  Referencing decisions by ECLI URIs  

Court decisions published in the Centralised Web Interface portal can be referenced 
by using the so-called Uniform Resource Identifiers (URI). This functionality allows 
users to compose and use URIs in order to establish deep links to such decisions. 

http://ecli-bg.eu/
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There are three types of URIs that can be used in order to reference documents 
published in the Centralised Web Interface portal: 

¶ [Portal URL] + [/] + [ECLI] 

This URI refers to a webpage with the metadata of the referenced decision. 

Example: 

https://legalacts.justice.bg/ECLI:BG:RC452:2017:20170200121.001 

¶ [Portal URL] + [/GetActContent/] + [ECLI] 

This URI refers to the text of a referenced decision. 

Example: 

https://legalacts.justice.bg/GetActContent/ECLI:BG:RC452:2017:20170200121.001 

¶ [Portal URL] + [/GetMotiveContent/] + [ECLI] 

This URI refers to the text of the reasoning part of a referenced decision in a 
criminal case7. 

Example: 

https://legalacts.justice.bg/GetMotiveContent/ECLI:BG:RC452:2017:20170200121.001 

The URIs described above will be used also for the references to the Bulgarian court 
decisions in the ECLI-XML files to be provided for indexing by DG Justice crawler. 
Thus, they will be visualised together with the other metadata fields in the ECLI search 
engine of the e-Justice portal. 

 
 

Appendix : ECLI codes of the courts  

 

Court ECLI code 

Конституционен съд CC000 

Върховен касационен съд SC001 

Върховен административен съд SA002 

Софийски апелативен съд AP100 

Апелативен специализиран наказателен съд PA101 

Специализиран наказателен съд PC105 

Софийски градски съд DC110 

Софийски районен съд RC111 

Окръжен съд – Благоевград DC120 

Районен съд – Благоевград RC121 

Районен съд – Гоце Делчев RC122 

Районен съд – Петрич RC123 

Районен съд – Разлог RC124 

Районен съд – Сандански RC125 

Окръжен съд – Видин DC130 

Районен съд – Белоградчик RC131 

Районен съд – Видин RC132 

Районен съд – Кула RC133 

Окръжен съд – Враца DC140 

                                                
7 In the Centralised Web Interface, the text of the decisions in criminal cases is published in two parts, which are available as 
separate documents – an operative part and a reasoning part. 
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Районен съд – Бяла Слатина RC141 

Районен съд – Враца RC142 

Районен съд – Кнежа RC143 

Районен съд – Козлодуй RC144 

Районен съд – Мездра RC145 

Районен съд – Оряхово RC146 

Окръжен съд – Кюстендил DC150 

Районен съд – Дупница RC151 

Районен съд – Кюстендил RC152 

Окръжен съд – Монтана DC160 

Районен съд – Берковица RC161 

Районен съд – Лом RC162 

Районен съд – Монтана RC163 

Окръжен съд – Перник DC170 

Районен съд – Брезник RC171 

Районен съд – Перник RC172 

Районен съд – Радомир RC173 

Районен съд – Трън RC174 

Софийски окръжен съд DC180 

Районен съд – Ботевград RC181 

Районен съд – Елин Пелин RC182 

Районен съд – Етрополе RC183 

Районен съд – Ихтиман RC184 

Районен съд – Костинброд RC185 

Районен съд – Пирдоп RC186 

Районен съд – Самоков RC187 

Районен съд – Своге RC188 

Районен съд – Сливница RC189 

Апелативен съд – Бургас AP200 

Окръжен съд – Бургас DC210 

Районен съд – Айтос RC211 

Районен съд – Бургас RC212 

Районен съд – Карнобат RC213 

Районен съд – Малко Търново RC214 

Районен съд – Несебър RC215 

Районен съд – Поморие RC216 

Районен съд – Средец RC217 

Районен съд – Царево RC218 

Окръжен съд – Сливен DC220 

Районен съд – Котел RC221 

Районен съд – Нова Загора RC222 

Районен съд – Сливен RC223 

Окръжен съд – Ямбол DC230 

Районен съд – Елхово RC231 

Районен съд – Тополовград RC232 

Районен съд – Ямбол RC233 

Апелативен съд – Варна AP300 

Окръжен съд – Варна DC310 

Районен съд – Варна RC311 

Районен съд – Девня RC312 

Районен съд – Провадия RC313 

Окръжен съд – Добрич DC320 

Районен съд – Балчик RC321 

Районен съд – Генерал Тошево RC322 

Районен съд – Добрич RC323 

Районен съд – Каварна RC324 

Районен съд – Тервел RC325 

Окръжен съд – Разград DC330 

Районен съд – Исперих RC331 

Районен съд – Кубрат RC332 

Районен съд – Разград RC333 

Окръжен съд – Силистра DC340 

Районен съд – Дулово RC341 
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Районен съд – Силистра RC342 

Районен съд – Тутракан RC343 

Окръжен съд – Търговище DC350 

Районен съд – Омуртаг RC351 

Районен съд – Попово RC352 

Районен съд – Търговище RC353 

Окръжен съд – Шумен DC360 

Районен съд – Велики Преслав RC361 

Районен съд – Нови Пазар RC362 

Районен съд – Шумен RC363 

Апелативен съд – Велико Търново AP400 

Окръжен съд – Велико Търново DC410 

Районен съд – Велико Търново RC411 

Районен съд – Горна Оряховица RC412 

Районен съд – Елена RC413 

Районен съд – Павликени RC414 

Районен съд – Свищов RC415 

Окръжен съд – Габрово DC420 

Районен съд – Габрово RC421 

Районен съд – Дряново RC422 

Районен съд – Севлиево RC423 

Районен съд – Трявна RC424 

Окръжен съд – Ловеч DC430 

Районен съд – Ловеч RC431 

Районен съд – Луковит RC432 

Районен съд – Тетевен RC433 

Районен съд – Троян RC434 

Окръжен съд – Плевен DC440 

Районен съд – Левски RC441 

Районен съд – Никопол RC442 

Районен съд – Плевен RC443 

Районен съд – Червен Бряг RC444 

Окръжен съд – Русе DC450 

Районен съд – Бяла RC451 

Районен съд – Русе RC452 

Апелативен съд – Пловдив AP500 

Окръжен съд – Кърджали DC510 

Районен съд – Ардино RC511 

Районен съд – Крумовград RC513 

Районен съд – Кърджали RC514 

Районен съд – Момчилград RC515 

Окръжен съд – Пазарджик DC520 

Районен съд – Велинград RC521 

Районен съд – Пазарджик RC522 

Районен съд – Панагюрище RC523 

Районен съд – Пещера RC524 

Окръжен съд – Пловдив DC530 

Районен съд – Асеновград RC531 

Районен съд – Карлово RC532 

Районен съд – Пловдив RC533 

Районен съд – Първомай RC534 

Окръжен съд – Смолян DC540 

Районен съд – Девин RC541 

Районен съд – Златоград RC542 

Районен съд – Мадан RC543 

Районен съд – Смолян RC544 

Районен съд – Чепеларе RC545 

Окръжен съд – Стара Загора DC550 

Районен съд – Казанлък RC551 

Районен съд – Раднево RC552 

Районен съд – Стара Загора RC553 

Районен съд – Чирпан RC554 

Районен съд – Гълъбово RC555 
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Окръжен съд – Хасково DC560 

Районен съд – Димитровград RC561 

Районен съд – Свиленград RC562 

Районен съд – Харманли RC563 

Районен съд – Хасково RC564 

Районен съд – Ивайловград RC565 

Военно-апелативен съд MA600 

Военен съд – София MC610 

Военен съд – Пловдив MC620 

Военен съд – Варна MC630 

Военен съд – Плевен MC640 

Военен съд – Сливен MC650 

Административен съд – София-град AD701 

Административен съд – София-окръг AD702 

Административен съд – Благоевград AD703 

Административен съд – Бургас AD704 

Административен съд – Варна AD705 

Административен съд – Велико Търново AD706 

Административен съд – Видин AD707 

Административен съд – Враца AD708 

Административен съд – Габрово AD709 

Административен съд – Добрич AD710 

Административен съд – Кюстендил AD711 

Административен съд – Кърджали AD712 

Административен съд – Ловеч AD713 
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