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ECLI Has Already Been Introduced into
the National Case Law Portal

In this issue

This is the second issue of the
ECLI-BG project newsletter. In this
issue we present the successful
completion of one of the main tasks
in the project work plan, namely the
implementation of the European
Identifier for Case law — ECLI,
within the national portal for case
law maintained by the Supreme Ju-
dicial Council — CUBIPSA. We also
publish brief information for the In-
ternational Conference dedicated
to ECLI and other open standards
for legal documents in Europe.
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The European Case Law ldentifier (ECLI) has already
been introduced into the national case law portal:
https://legalacts.justice.ba/, created and maintained by
the Supreme Judicial Council. The portal is also known
by the abbreviation CUBIPSA, which stands for a
Centralised web based interface for the publication of
judicial acts.

Each of the over 2 million judicial acts published in the
portal has been assigned an ECLI number generated
under the rules of Chapter 7 of Ordinance No. 4 of the
SJC of 16.03.2017 on the keeping, maintenance and
access to the register of judicial acts, which defines the
national format of ECLI is defined. The ECLI number is
also generated for each new court decision, which is
submitted for publication in the CUBIPSA.

Additional information on the formation of a Bulgarian
ECLI number can be found in the presentation of the
ECLI-BG Project manager Mr. Hristo Konstantinov pre-
sented on the International Conference on ECLI and
Other Open Standards for Legal Documents held in So-
fia on the 24™ of April 2018. The presentation is pub-
lished on the website of the ECLI-BG Project in the
“Documents” section. In connection with the
introduction of ECLI, the following additional functionali-
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ties of the portal have been developed:

e Search by ECLI number - in the Quick Search and
Advanced Search form is added a field in which the user
can enter the ECLI number of a specific judicial act;

e Search by an incomplete ECLI number —the user can
enter only a part of the ECLI nhumber components. The
search result will be a list of all legal acts whose ECLI
number contains the user inputs;

Example: search of ECLI:BG:AD703:2016:201507 will return a list
of all acts from 2016 of Administrative Court Blagoevgrad on cases
filed in 2015.

e Visualisation of the ECLI number in the list of metadata
of the court decision;

o Referencing to the published act via URI (Uniform
Resource Identifier) — the user can easily create a link to
the webpages containing metadata for the judicial acts in
CUBIPSA using the Uniform Resource Identifier by add-
ing the ECLI number of the act to the web address of the
Portal

Example:
https://legalacts.justice.bg/ECLI:BG:DC110:2017:20160204042.001
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More than 130 experts in the law and IT field participated in the “The
European Case Law Identifier (ECLI) and
standards for legal documents in Europe”

which was held in Sofia and was organized
out the ECLI-BG Project —The Union of Bu
Europe” JSC.

The Minister of Justice of the Republic of
Bulgaria, Mrs. Tsetska Tsatcheva, was a
special guest at the International Conference
on “The European Case Law ldentifier (ECLI)
and the introduction of open standards for legal
documents in Europe” held in Sofia on 24 April.

“For every legal practitioner, knowledge on the
substance and application of European Union
law cannot be solely acquired from EU legal
sources”, said Minister Tsatcheva in her speech
at the opening of the conference. — “We must
undoubtedly have access to case law of
national courts.

the introduction of open
international conference
by the partners carrying
Igarian Jurists and “Apis

However, the search for
and knowledge of the judg-
ments of other Member
States is seriously ham-
pered by the differences in
national standards across
countries and there are still
a lot of differences in the
rules for reterring to case-law in the technical
fields describing the characteristics of a
judgment. Thanks to the European Case Law
Identifier (ECLI), finding relevant case law has
greatly facilitated and shortened the time to
find it.”

Minister ~ Tsatcheva wished  successful
implementation of the project and highly
appreciated the support provided by the
Supreme Judicial Council for its realisation.

Welcome speech on behalf of the Supreme
Judicial Council delivered the Representative
member of the SJC Boyan Magdalintchev.

In the work process of the forum a number of
influential international experts in the field

of legal informatics took place - Marc van Opijnen an
Adviser Legal Informatics at Publications Office of
the Netherlands and manager of the recently con-
cluded BO-ECLI Project, John Dann Director of the
Central Legislative Service of Luxemburg and head
of the ELI Working Group, Carmen Malagén, Head
of Sector Budget and Interoperability, Official Jour-
nal and Case Law and Monica Palmirani an associ-
ate professor of Computer Science and Law at Bo-
logna University, School of Law, Italy.

Whit much interest was met the presentation of Mr.
John Dann and Mrs. Carmen Malagon who pre-
sented the European Legal Identifier — ELI, which is
already implemented in 12 EU Member States.

The presentations of the speakers can be found on
the ECLI-BG website in the “Documents” section.

Since the end of May this year the establish-
ment of interconnection between the national
case law portal, known as CUBIPSA, main-
tained by the Supreme Judicial Council, and the
ECLI Search Engine in the e-Justice portal. The
interconnection between the portals is being es-
tablished via the Integration module. Its task is
to ensure daily generation of valid structures of
Sitemap files which contain the metadata of the
regularly published in CUBIPSA Portal judicial
acts in ECLI-XML format as well as robots.txt
file with instructions which point to this structure.

The file structure created in this way is used by
the crawler of the European Commission’s Di-
rectorate-General for Justice and Consumers,
which maintains the e-Justice portal, for the in-
dexation of the case law and the publishing of
their metadata in the ECLI Search Engine.

At present moment, performance tests of the In-
tegration module are performed. To this end,
around ten thousand judicial acts in ECLI-XML
format are sent to the crawler of the Directorate-
General for Justice and Consumers.
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It is expected, that the
tests of the Integration
module will be con-
cluded by the end of
June or the beginning of
July this year after which
the actual exploitation of
the module will start.
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At that point, the Bulgar-
ian case law will be
available for the Euro-
pean jurists who will be
able to use it via the
ECLI Search Engine
available at the Euro-
. pean e-Justice Portal.
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Upcoming ECLI-BG

Project Events

The ECLI-BG project partners - “Apis Europe” JSC
and The Union of Bulgarian Jurists, will organise
during this year’s autumn training seminars for
working with ECLI in all district courts of the coun-
try. Besides the additional functionalities of the
CUBIPSA portal which were developed in connec-
tion to the implementation of ECLI and the search
option provided by the ECLI Search Engine in the
e-Justice portal, the seminars’ curriculum will in-
clude presentation of other online legal information
services and resources created with the support
and financing of the EU, such as N-Lex, JURE,
Dec.Nat, JuriFast, eTranslation and others.

The results of the ECLI-BG project will be pre-
sented at a round table discussion. The discussion
will take place in the end of October or the first half
of November in Sofia, was announced by The
Union of Bulgarian Jurists. Invitations for participa-
tion will be send to leading experts in the field of
law, IT and e-Justice, judges, prosecutors, lawyers
and in-house lawyers as well as experts from the
public administration.
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